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GENERAL GOVERNMENT & HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

March 4, 2019, 7:30 PM 

304 E. Grand River, Board Chambers, Howell MI 48843 

 

Present: 

Robert Bezotte, William  Green , Gary Childs, Wes Nakagiri 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Bezotte at 7:30 p.m. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of Meeting Dated: February 4, 2019 

Motion to approve the minutes as presented. 

Moved By G. Childs 

Seconded By W. Green  

Yes (4): R. Bezotte, W. Green , G. Childs, and W. Nakagiri 

Motion Carried (4 to 0) 

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

Motion to approve the Agenda as presented. 

Moved By W. Nakagiri 

Seconded By W. Green  

Yes (4): R. Bezotte, W. Green , G. Childs, and W. Nakagiri 

Motion Carried (4 to 0) 

 

4. REPORTS  

Commissioner Childs reported that he is a member of the SEMCOG Executive Committee and 

has recently been appointed to Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force.  He attended the first 

meeting last week and will be working on connecting walking and bike paths between 

destinations. 
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Commissioner Nakagiri reported that he will be attending the SEMCOG Road Funding 101 

Seminar tomorrow.  Also attended a discussion about race at Cleary University, there was a 

good turnout. 

Commissioner Bezotte shared an event when he was employed at the Sheriff's Office regarding 

the KKK and that there has been a lot of improvement in Livingston over the years.  

5. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Douglas Helzerman, District 4 County Commissioner, spoke in regards to the recording of the 

Board of Commissioners’ meetings and noted that meeting minutes can also be used for the 

public interested in transparency.   

6. RESOLUTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 

6.1 County Clerk 

Resolution Establishing Compensation for Members of the Board of County Canvassers 

Elizabeth Hundley, County Clerk presented the resolution and answered questions from 

the Commissioners. 

Recommend Motion to the Finance Committee. 

Moved By W. Green  

Seconded By W. Nakagiri 

Yes (4): R. Bezotte, W. Green , G. Childs, and W. Nakagiri 

Motion Carried (4 to 0) 

 

6.2 Public Defender 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission 

(MIDC) Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) to Provide Funding to 

Comply with the Michigan Indigent Defense Act, Public Act 214 of 2018 

Jim VerPleug presented the resolution.  Ken Hinton and Jim VerPleug answered 

questions from the Commissioners. 

Recommend Motion to the Finance Committee. 

Moved By G. Childs 

Seconded By W. Green  

Yes (4): R. Bezotte, W. Green , G. Childs, and W. Nakagiri 

Motion Carried (4 to 0) 
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6.3 Information Technology 

Resolution to Renew Existing Microsoft Enterprise Agreement which Provides Software 

Assurance for Microsoft Server and Desktop Applications 

Rich Malewicz and Diane Gregor presented the resolution. 

Recommend Motion to the Finance Committee. 

Moved By G. Childs 

Seconded By W. Green  

Yes (4): R. Bezotte, W. Green , G. Childs, and W. Nakagiri 

Motion Carried (4 to 0) 

 

7. DISCUSSION 

7.1 Recording Board of Commissioner Meetings 

Commissioner Bezotte began the discussion stating that Chairman Parker was in 

agreement with having this on tonight's agenda.  

Commissioner Childs commented that SoundQue statistics show an avg. 1,700 views per 

meeting and supports recording the meetings.  

Commissioner Green thanked Commissioner Bezotte for scheduling this discussion 

tonight, and spoke in favor of investigating other avenues for recording meetings. 

Commissioner Nakagiri spoke in support as well and hopes that other options will be 

discussed.  

Discussed possible avenues to research and the possibility of reconvening the Broadcast 

Committee. 

8. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Elizabeth Hundley, County Clerk, Brighton Township, spoke in regards to recording the Board of 

Commissioners’ meetings and requested a retention schedule be simultaneously developed to 

instruct how long to retain the recordings and who is responsible for keeping those records.  The 

permanent record of the meetings are the minutes, not the video. 

Donald Parker, City of Howell, District 5 County Commissioner, Board Chairman, stated that he 

commends all of the Commissioners in having this discussion to record the Board meetings and 

that we need to look into this from all perspectives, and what is in the best interest of 

constituents.  Also commented regarding the MIDC Contract and recognized Ken Hinton and 

MAC, stating they deserve a lot credit, years and years of work has been put into this 

resolution.   
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Commissioner Bezotte closed Call to the Public with remarks that he appreciates the work being 

done by this Board and believes it would be a positive thing for the constituents to see this. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m. 

Moved By W. Green  

Seconded By W. Nakagiri 

Yes (4): R. Bezotte, W. Green , G. Childs, and W. Nakagiri 

Motion Carried (4 to 0) 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Natalie Hunt, 
Recording Secretary 
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RESOLUTION      NO:  [Title] 
 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY     DATE:  Click or tap to enter a date. 
 

 

Resolution to Adopt the 2019-2023 Livingston County Parks & Open Space Plan - 

Livingston County Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee - Departments of 

Planning and Facility Services  
 

WHEREAS, the Livingston County Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee has undertaken a planning 

process to determine the recreation and open space needs and desires of Livingston County 

residents during a five year period covering the years 2019 through 2023, and 

 
WHEREAS, this Plan has been prepared by the Livingston County Planning Department in accordance with 

the most recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources and made available 

to local communities, and   

 

WHEREAS, residents of Livingston County were provided with a well-advertised opportunity during the 

development of the draft plan to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the 

recreation and open space plan; and  

 

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations to review the 

final draft plan for a period of at least 30 days; and 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on March 20, 2019, at the Livingston County Administration Building 

prior to the regular meeting of the Livingston County Planning Commission, to provide an 

opportunity for all residents of Livingston County to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss 

all aspects of the 2019 - 2023 Livingston County Parks & Open Space Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston County Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee has developed the plan as a 

guideline for improving recreation and enhancing open space conservation in the County of 

Livingston. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the Livingston County Board of Commissioners hereby adopt the  

2019–2023 Livingston County Parks & Open Space Plan. 

 

#   #   # 

 
MOVED:   

SECONDED:   

CARRIED:   
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Memorandum 

To: Livingston County Board of Commissioners 

From: Kathleen Kline-Hudson, Planning Director 

Date: 3/25/2019 

Re: Adoption of  the 2019 - 2023 Livingston County Parks & Open Space Plan 

 

 

The Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee in partnership with the 

Livingston County Planning Department has completed an update of the 5-year Livingston 

County Parks & Open Space Plan.  

 

The purpose of this plan is to guide the parks, open space and recreation decision-making of 

Livingston County government over the next five years. A locally adopted, and State of 

Michigan DNR approved plan, keeps Livingston County eligible to apply for federal and state 

parks & recreation grants such as the Land & Water Conservation Fund grant that will partially 

fund Phase I development of Fillmore County Park.   

 

The Livingston County Parks and Open Space Committee has fulfilled the requirements of the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources for the content, public input, and procedures 

necessary to prepare the Parks & Open Space Plan for adoption. A public hearing regarding the 

plan was held on March 20, 2019 prior to the regular meeting of the Livingston County Planning 

Commission. 

 

The attached resolution is for the adoption of the 2019 - 2023 Livingston County Parks & Open 

Space Plan on April 9, 2019 by the Board of Commissioners.  

  

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me. 
 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 

 
304 East Grand River Avenue, Howell, MI 
Phone (517) 546-7555 Fax (517) 552-2347 

Web Site: co.livingston.mi.us/Planning 
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RESOLUTION      NO:   [Title]   

 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY     DATE:  Click or tap to enter a date. 
 

 

Resolution Approving the Change in a Position From a Part-Time 20 Hour Deputy 

Clerk to a Full-Time Deputy Courtroom Clerk – County Clerk 
 

WHEREAS, the County Clerk is a constitutionally mandated position within the Courts pursuant to Article VI, 

Section 14, of the Michigan Constitution of 1963; and 

 

WHEREAS, MCL 600.571 requires the County Clerk to attend circuit court sessions; and 

   

WHEREAS, the Livingston County Board of Commissioners approved, with Resolution 2017-09-150 dated 

September 5, 2017, the addition of a third Circuit Court seat; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature, through Public Act 6 of 2018 created the third Circuit Court seat within 

the 44th Circuit Court and that seat became effective at noon on January 1, 2019; and 

 
WHEREAS, on February 4, 2019, a Local Administrative Order took effect, substantially reallocating the 

existing and future docket assignments between the judges; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the docket reassignment has increased the number of court sessions the County Clerk must attend 

in order to meet our statutorily mandated duties; and 

 

WHEREAS, during the 2019 budget cycle the County Clerk requested one additional F.T.E. to accommodate 

the increase in the number of Circuit Court judges, but County Administration requested a delay 

to analyze the impact of the additional Circuit Court judge on our office; and  

 

WHEREAS,  we have unsuccessfully proposed alternative options to the court to avoid the need to increase 

personnel; and  

 

WHEREAS, a Deputy Circuit Court Clerk is a Grade 3 and a Deputy Courtroom Clerk is a Grade 4.  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Livingston County Board of Commissioners hereby authorize an 

increase from a part-time 20 hour Deputy Circuit Court Clerk, Grade 3 to a full-time Deputy 

Courtroom Clerk, Grade 4.  
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  RESOLUTION NO:  

  PAGE: 2 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Livingston County Board of Commissioners authorizes the appropriate 

Budget Amendment to effectuate the above. 

#   #   # 

 
MOVED:  

SECONDED:  

CARRIED:  
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ELIZABETH HUNDLEY 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY CLERK 
County Clerk 

200 E. Grand River Ave. 
Howell, MI  48843 

Phone: (517) 546-0500 
countyclerk@livgov.com 

Circuit Court Clerk 
204 S. Highlander Way, Suite 4 

Howell, MI  48843 
Phone: (517) 546-9816 
wclerks@livgov.com 

 

 

TO:  Livingston County Board of Commissioners 

FROM: Elizabeth Hundley 

RE: Request to change a position from part-time 20 hour Deputy Circuit Court Clerk to a 

full-time Deputy Courtroom Clerk 

 

DATE: March 26, 2019 

 
 

The Michigan Constitution and the laws of Michigan designate the county clerk as the clerk of the 

circuit court within that county.  Michigan law requires the county clerk to attend court sessions to 

perform certain mandated duties. 

 

The Livingston County Board of Commissioners, via Resolution 2017-09-150, supported the 

creation of a third circuit court seat.  It is reasonable to believe the creation of a new circuit court 

seat could impact the staffing requirements of the County Clerk’s Legal Division. 

 

I requested one additional F.T.E. for 2019 during the budget process.  I was asked to withdraw my 

request at that time and determine the need once the newly created circuit seat was operational.  The 

additional circuit court judge brought about the docket change that took effect on February 4, 2019.  

The new docket assignment increased the number of court sessions we must attend and creates the 

need for an additional courtroom clerk.   

 

We currently have four courtroom clerks.  Our courtroom clerks have been employed within the 

clerk’s office for 13, 16, 18, and 21 years respectively.  Each is entitled to 22 days of vacation plus 6 

days of sick time per year.  It will be impossible to allow vacations or sick time and provide the 

necessary court coverage without adding a courtroom clerk.    

 

I have made several attempts to avoid the need to increase staffing.  We asked the judges to consider 

alternative courtroom schedules.  We discussed the impact of the docket reassignment with court 

administration prior to its adoption.  I went so far as to request a .5 F.T.E. from court administration 

in exchange for assuming duties from juvenile court staff.  Each effort has been met with a response 

from court administration that the changes made are in the best interest of the public and litigants.   

 

Based upon the need to meet our mandated duties, I am seeking approval of this resolution. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  If you have any questions or need further information, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 
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STATE CONSTITUTION (EXCERPT)
CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN OF 1963

§ 14 County clerks; duties, vacancies; prosecuting attorneys, vacancies.
Sec. 14. The clerk of each county organized for judicial purposes or other officer performing the duties of

such office as provided in a county charter shall be clerk of the circuit court for such county. The judges of
the circuit court may fill a vacancy in an elective office of county clerk or prosecuting attorney within their
respective jurisdictions.

History: Const. 1963, Art. VI, § 14, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. VII, § 11.

Rendered Thursday, February 28, 2019 Page 1 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 578 of 2018

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov
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REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.571 Circuit court clerks; duties, accounting.
Sec. 571. The county clerk of each county shall
(a) Be the clerk of the circuit court for the county.
(b) Attend the circuit court sessions.
(c) Appoint in counties with more than 1 circuit judge or having more than 100,000 population but less

than 1,000,000 a deputy for each judge and approved by the judge to attend the court sessions. Each deputy
shall receive a salary of at least $6,500.00.

(d) On the first day of each court term render an accounting to the court of all funds, stocks or securities
deposited with the court clerk pursuant to court order.

(e) Within 10 days after the beginning of each court term pay over to the county treasurer all fees
belonging to the county received during the preceding court term together with an accounting thereof.

(f) Have the care and custody of all the records, seals, books and papers pertaining to the office of the clerk
of such court, and filed or deposited therein, and shall provide such books for entering the proceedings in said
court, as the judge thereof shall direct.

(g) Perform such duties as may be prescribed by court rule. Whenever in any statute of this state, the
designation “register in chancery” occurs, it shall be deemed to apply to the clerk of the circuit court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963;Am. 1965, Act 31, Imd. Eff. May 14, 1965;Am. 1966, Act 343, Eff. Jan. 1, 1967.

Rendered Thursday, February 28, 2019 Page 1 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 578 of 2018

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov
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RESOLUTION      NO:  [Title]   

 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY     DATE:   Click or tap to enter a date. 
 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Write-off of Aged Receivables – Emergency Medical 

Services 
 

WHEREAS, Livingston County EMS Department has identified accounts from the year 2015 as aged 

receivables in the amount of $390,659.40; and 

 

WHEREAS, extensive efforts have been made to collect said monies; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is recommended by the County Auditor after 3 years to write-off aged receivables.      

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Livingston County Board of Commissioners authorize the total 

amount of $390,659.40 for the year 2015, to be categorized as aged receivables and removed from 

the Accounts Receivable Control Account as outlined above.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Livingston County Treasurer is authorized to reflect the attached 

accounts, as outlined and the amount of $390,659.40 for the year of 2015 be categorized as aged 

receivables. 

 

#   #   # 

 
MOVED:           

SECONDED:    

CARRIED:           
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Memorandum 

To: Livingston County Board of Commissioners 

From: Jeffrey R Boyd, Director 

Date: 2/27/2019 

Re: Aged Receivables 2015 

 

 

 

Attached is the resolution for our aged receivables for accounts with a date of service  in 
2015 for the amount of $390,659.40. 
 
As established by best accounting practices, we are requesting that these accounts be 
removed from Livingston County EMS accounts receivable. I have reviewed these 
accounts and I am confident that we have made every attempt possible to collect said 
monies.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me. 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF EMS 

 

 
1911 Tooley Rd 

Phone 517-546-6220 Fax 517-546-6788 

Web Site:  
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RESOLUTION      NO:  [Title]  

 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY     DATE:  Click here to enter a date. 
 

 

Resolution  Authorizing an Agreement with Marquette General Hospital to Provide 

Ambulance Transportation Services  - Emergency Medical Services 
 

WHEREAS, Livingston County EMS has agreed to provide ambulance transportation for Marquette General 

Hospital; and 

 

WHEREAS, Livingston County EMS along with several other Region 1 EMS providers will be assisting in 

the transporation of patients from the “old” hospital to the “new” hospital; and  

   

WHEREAS, the current contract will reimburse Livingston County EMS as described in the contract for 

services rendered; and 

 

WHEREAS, this agreement is a one time agreement to assist in the pre-planned move to the newly constructed 

hospital in Marquette, MI; and 

 

WHEREAS,    coordination for this event is being conducted by Region 1 Medical Collation and will serve to          

test the Region One evacuation plan. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Livingston County Board of Commissioners hereby authorize 

entering into an agreement with Marquette General Hospital to provide ambulance transportation  

for the move from the old hospital to the new hospital at the rates set in the attached agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Livingston County Board of Commissioners is  

authorized to sign all forms, assurances, contracts/agreements, renewals and future amendments 

for monetary and contract language adjustments related to the above upon review and/or 

preparation of Civil Counsel. 

#   #   # 

MOVED: 

SECONDED: 

CARRIED:  
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1911 Tooley Road   *   Howell, MI 48855 

Business (517) 546-6220   *   Fax (517) 546-6788   *   Emergency 911 

Website: https://www.livgov.com 

 

 

Serving the Citizens of Livingston County 

 

Jeffrey R. Boyd 

Director 

 

 

Thomas E. Green 

Operations Manager 

 

Janine R. Dunning 

Finance Manager 

 
DATE:      March 25, 2019 
 
TO:           Livingston County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:     Jeffrey R. Boyd, Director 
 
RE:            Marquette General Agreement 
 
 
Marquette General Hospital has recently constructed a new hospital within one mile of the 
current hospital in Marquette Mi. Due to the past experience of our Region One EMS providers 
and the Region One Medical Director Dr. Don Edwards, Marquette General has requested the 
services of the Region One EMS providers. Transportation of all the patients from the old 
hospital to the new hospital is scheduled to take place on April 14th in an 8-hour period. While 
actually transporting the patients the Region One participants will also be evaluating the mass 
causality plan in a more controlled environment. This will be an excellent learning experience 
for both our leadership and Paramedic staff. Reimbursement for our transportation services are 
out lined in the attached agreement.  
 
Thank you for the supporting our leadership and Medics as they are looking forward to this 
event. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  
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